Children's asthma, internalizing problems, and social functioning: an urban perspective.
Asthma may serve as a risk factor for higher levels of psychosocial problems in urban school-aged children. Interview data were collected from 48 children (27 with asthma and 21 without asthma) and their mothers. Asthma did not function as a risk factor for psychosocial problems in this sample. Children with more symptoms of depression and anxiety experienced poorer social functioning, regardless of their health status. These results highlight the importance of examining co-occurring difficulties in psychosocial development among urban children in order to design interventions that minimize the impact of such challenges.